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Theme: “The State and Noble Families:
Political, Social, and Cultural Heritage”

Office and Rank: Nobility by Virtue of Office in Denmark (1660—Present)

Dr. Alexander Scheel-Exner, MD, PhD (Sweden)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

In the XVII century, the Kingdom of Denmark-Norway comprised Iceland, Greenland, the
Faroe Islands, the German duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, and the southern region of
present-day Sweden. After the loss of the provinces of Scania, Halland, and Blekinge due to
the war with Sweden (1657—-1660), King Frederick III (crowned in 1648) was in 1660 granted
greater authority in order to remedy the difficult situation, by which he assumed absolute power
thereby ending the rule of the Royal Council. Under the preceding elective monarchy, the
nobility had exercised considerable influence through the Royal Council and dominated
military command, landownership, and central administration. The introduction of absolutism
in Denmark constituted therefore a decisive rupture in the political role of the nobility as the
council was abolished and concentrated authority in the crown. In the following years the royal
autocracy undertook various efforts to forward this transformation of the state, in what could
be described as a sort of nobiliary revolution. Although the king had confirmed the precedence
of the nobility over the other estates of the realm, the Royal Decree on Rank and Precedence
issued by Christian V on May 25, 1671 introduced a significant exception: the nobility were
not to have precedence, i.e. based upon birth, over the king's officials or officers, all in the order
of precedence comprising from the king's natural children to the lowest secretary of the royal
colleges (equivalent to an ensign in the armies). The precedence of the royal official over the
noble operated independently of the official's social standing (whether noble by birth or not),
and this novelty would later become the starting point for the nobility by right of office defined
in 1679.

The idea of equating -by merit of service- crown officials with the nobility of blood was not
new since numerous treatises on this subject had been published throughout the 16th and 17th
centuries, e.g. by Charles Loyseau (1566—1627) and André Tiraqueau. However, it was the
Royal Decree of Christian V of February 11", 1679 concerning the privileges in favor of
bourgeois officials that for the first time laid down that officials of non-noble birth holding
official positions would enjoy the privileges of the nobility and equal consideration as the
nobility of birth, for themselves, their wives and legitimate children (§1), including an
authorization (§3) for these officials to surmount their arms with a open (barred) helmet with a
noble crest coronet. This Decree would later come to evolve through the anactments of 1693,
1717, 1730 and eventually that of 1808, still in force.

As the present paper will highlight, the nobility by office laid down in Danish Law from 1679
and onwards eventually also inspired Peter I of Russia whom on January 24™ 1722 instituted
the Russian Imperial Table of Ranks, i.e. an order of precedence in which all civil servants or
commissioned officers in rank-classes [-XIV were granted nobility by right of office, either
personal or hereditary.
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Even though the privileges of the nobility were cancelled with the Danish Constitution of 1849,
the Royal Decree of August 12 1808 is still in force and Officials in the higher rank classes I,
IT and III of the Order of Precedence hold personal nobility for themselves, their wives and
legitimate children which still may have significance in the context of Private Law, eg. with
regard to admission to noble convents, orders of chivalry and other contexts where nobility is
given importance.
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Pareigos ir luominis statusas: bajorysté pagal tarnybg Danijoje (nuo 1660 m. iki dabar)

Dr. Alexander Scheel-Exner (gvedija)
PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.
Santrauka

XVII a. Danijos—Norvegijos karalystei priklaus¢ Islandija, Grenlandija, Farery salos, Slézvigo
ir Holsteino kunigaikstystés bei pietinés dabartinés Svedijos Zemés. Po karo su Svedija 1657—
1660 m. Danija neteko Skanijos, Halando ir Blekingeés. D¢l Sios sunkios padéties 1660 m.
karaliui Frederikui III buvo suteikti platesni jgaliojimai. Taip buvo jtvirtinta absoliutiné
monarchija ir panaikintas Karali§kosios tarybos valdymas.

Iki tol bajorija turéjo didele politing galig. Ji dominavo KaraliSkojoje taryboje, kariuomenés
vadovybéje, zemévaldoje ir centringje administracijoje. Todél absoliutizmo jvedimas tapo
esminiu ldziu. KaraliSkoji taryba buvo panaikinta, o valdZia sutelkta kartinos rankose. Véliau
monarchas émési reformy, kurios pakeité valstybés sandarg ir bajorijos padét.

Nors bajorijai iSliko pirmenybé pries kitus luomus, 1671 m. geguzés 25 d. karaliaus Kristijono
V dekretas jvedé svarbig iSimtj. Bajorai pagal kilm¢ nebeturé¢jo pirmenybés pries§ karaliaus
pareigiinus ir karininkus. Si tvarka galiojo visoje oficialioje pirmumo sistemoje. Pareigy
suteikiama padétis tapo svarbesné uz kilme. Tai nepriklausé nuo to, ar pareigiinas buvo gimes
bajory, ar ne bajory Seimoje. Si naujové tapo pagrindu bajorystei pagal tarnyba, kuri teisiskai
apibrézta 1679 m.

Pati id¢ja nebuvo nauja. Jau XVI ir XVII a. kai kurie autoriai rasé, kad tarnyba valdovui gali
sulyginti pareigting su kilminguoju. Taciau tik 1679 m. vasario 11 d. Kristijono V dekretas
aiskiai nustaté, kad ne bajory kilmes valstybés pareigtinai gali naudotis bajory teisémis ir biiti
laikomi lygiais kilmés bajorams. Si nuostata buvo taikoma jiems patiems, jy Zmonoms ir
teisétiems vaikams. Jiems taip pat leista savo herbus puosti atviru Salmu ir kilmingiesiems



budinga kartina. Véliau $is teisinis reguliavimas buvo papildytas 1693, 1717, 1730 ir 1808 m.
aktais. Pastarasis formaliai galioja iki Siol.

PraneSime taip pat aptariama, kad Danijoje susiformaves bajorystés uz tarnybg modelis galéjo
turéti jtakos ir Rusijai. 1722 m. caras Petras I jvedé Rusijos imperijos tarnybos laipsniy tvarka.
Jinumate, kad valstybés tarnautojai ir karininkai uz tarnyba gali gauti asmening arba paveldima
bajorystg.

Nors 1849 m. Danijos Konstitucija bajory privilegijas panaikino, 1808 m. rugpjicio 12 d.
dekretas formaliai iki Siol galioja. Tod¢l aukscCiausias pareigas einantys pareigiinai vis dar
laikomi turin€iais asmeninj bajoro statusg. Kai kuriais atvejais tai svarbu ir Siandien. Ypac ten,
kur bajorysté tebelaikoma reik§minga, pavyzdziui, priimant j tam tikras kilmingyjy institucijas
ar ordinus.
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